Foods, Tea-Routes, Thessaloniki Chef's Association, Thessaloniki Hotels Association, University Studio Press, Vaeni wines, Vivlia Chora wines, Yiam. In times of financial hardship their help has been invaluable. This is the first time an IWGP conference has been organised in Greece, where archaeobotany was initiated by German, Dutch and British colleagues, like Maria Hopf, Helmut Kroll, Willem van Zeist, Sytze Bottema, Glynis Jones, Jane Renfrew and James Greig, most of whom were among the pioneers of archaeobotany worldwide. These people sowed the seeds of archaeobotany in Greece as members of national archaeological school missions in various parts of the country, in those early days when archaeology was 'losing its innocence' as David Clarke epitomised the arrival of New Archaeology (Clarke 1973) . Among the pioneers, colleagues such as Glynis Jones and Helmut Kroll not only 'saved seeds' (Jones et al. 1982) and broadened the horizons of Greek archaeobotany but, perhaps most significantly trained indigenous archaeologists into becoming the first native archaeobotanists. Thus, the 16th IWGP held in Thessaloniki (the second Mediterranean city to host an IWGP after Girona in Spain 2004) would simply not have happened without the work of these teachers and practitioners of archaeobotany.
The conference went officially global this time, providing a podium to papers from regions not traditionally represented in the preceding IWGP meetings. Presentations on Inuit archaeobotany, South African hunter-gatherer survival strategies, Chinese burial offerings, Japanese prehistoric rice growing and consumption, and Argentinian early cultivation and food processing demonstrate the wide geographical range represented by the current IWGP. Various challenges had to be dealt with during the organisation of the conference including a large number of submitted oral presentations and posters, and a host country in deep financial crisis. During the five days of talks and posters, a tightly packed programme presented an organisational challenge and probably a strain to what one can absorb during a conference. Yet, it was decided neither to have parallel sessions nor to cut out any of the sessions proposed by many organisers on special thematic fields such as 'Stable isotopes in plant remains', 'Food globalization in prehistory across Eurasia', 'Dispersal of cultivated plants: the origin and early spread of naked wheats', 'The role of wild foods amongst early farmers and late foragers' and 'Plant archaeogenetics and archaeogenomics'.
In addition to the laboratory session a special identification workshop on naked cereals took place, organised by Stefi Jacomet. Another workshop took place where Spätzle were prepared in the traditional way (organised by Barbara Zach, Hans-Peter Stika and Moritz Hallama), putting archaeobotany into action. The dish prepared was a Swabian speciality consisting of spelt wheat noodles (Spätzle) and lentils, ingredients frequently occurring in European Bronze Age archaeobotanical data sets.
In total, nearly 270 participants attended the conference (Fig. 1) . The oral presentations totalled 98 while 164 posters were presented. For the special issue 50 papers have been announced, 27 papers were finally submitted of which 20 were accepted for publication after peer-reviewing.
The Original Articles ( Thus, topics of this volume include early farming, ancient food and the role of wild plant resources, regional syntheses or analyses focusing on single species, case studies, integration of archaeobotanical data and methodological issues including frontline research methods such as DNA and isotopic analyses.
The publication of this volume has been generously funded by the Institute for Aegean Prehistory (INSTAP) and we wish to express our deepest thanks to INSTAP and Karen Vellucci for all the help provided in the process as well as to Judith Terpos and Margaret Deignan from Springer who helped with all the technical questions.
A large number of reviewers greatly assisted in the preparation of this issue; with their perceptive, critical comments they determined the selection of the submitted manuscripts and contributed towards improving them. They are gratefully acknowledged below. Our sincere thanks are due to James Greig and John Daniell for their thorough copy/ language editing of the manuscripts, guaranteeing a high language standard of the scientific papers not only for this volume but also during many years previously.
